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March 17, 2021 
 
Dear Boston Public Schools Families: 
 
I hope you and your family are enjoying the sunshine and longer days. I am writing with some 
updates on our reopening plans. BPS is working to provide five days of in-person learning to 
students beginning in April 2021. We also will continue to respect family choice and remote learning 
will be an option for the remainder of the school year. 
 
On March 15, BPS sent an email to parents and caregivers to determine if families prefer remote 
learning or 5 days of in-person learning for their children. We are asking families to complete their 
forms by March 22. Families must complete a form for each BPS child in their household.  
 
We will honor all learning model change requests received by Monday, March 22. If you request a 
change to in-person learning for your child after March 22, there may be a delay of several weeks in 
processing the change. If you did not receive an email, you may receive a letter in the mail. If you 
have any questions, please call the Family Helpline at 617-635-8873 or email 
reopening@bostonpublicschools.org. 
 
BPS will continue welcoming students who have opted into hybrid learning back to school buildings 
on the timeline announced in January. Students in grades 9-12 who previously opted into hybrid 
learning will return to school buildings on Monday, March 29 (Group A) or Thursday, April 1 (Group 
B). 
 
BPS is still working to determine the timeline for students returning to five days of in-person learning 
and may request a waiver from the State to delay the start of full in-person learning. We will notify 
you of the date your child is expected to return for in-person learning at least two weeks in advance. 
Students will continue in their current learning model until the specified return date for their grade 
level. 
 
In order to accommodate additional students learning in-person, classroom sizes and layouts will be 
adjusted in some cases. For students learning in-person, families can expect educators teaching in 
classrooms, though staffing assignments may shift. Facility modifications will vary by building. 
Schools may need to utilize larger rooms in their buildings as well as outdoor spaces. In classrooms, 
desks will be at least three feet apart. Teachers and staff should maintain six feet of distance from 
students and other staff when feasible. BPS will continue to adhere to the health and cleaning 
protocols currently in place. 
 
We will keep you updated as we work towards this goal. Please complete your learning model form 
by Monday, March 22. Your responses will inform our planning and timeline. We are excited to 
expand in-person learning opportunities for our students and appreciate your patience, grace, and 
flexibility as we make adjustments to our reopening schedule to achieve this goal. Thank you for 
your collaboration.  
 
In partnership, 

 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius 
Superintendent 
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